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Colonel.  James  W.  Meier 
Commander,  92nd  Bombardment  Wing 
Fairchild  Air  F  oh.cz.  Base,  WA 

Colonel  Meier  was  born  In  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  deceived  hi 4  commission 
through  the  A In.  Von.ce  Reserve  O^Iczaa  Training  Corps  at  Georgia  Institute 
ofa  Technology  at  Atlanta  In  June  1962.  He  eanned  a  Master's  In  Bus Iness 
Administration  h^om  Peppen.dlne  UnlveAAlty  In  1974. 

A  Command  Pilot,  he  has  oven  3500  hlylng  boons  In  vanlous  alrcraht  Including 
the  B-52,  F-4,  T-29,  T-33,  T-3 7  and  T-38.  His  most  necent  assignments  Include 
Commanden,  524th  Bombandment  Squadnon,  Wuntsmlth  AFB,  Michigan ;  Chleh, 
Stnateglc  OpeAatlons  Division  Directorate  oh  Operations ,  Headquarters  USAF; 
Veputy  Assistant  Director  h°r  Joint  and  National  Security  Council  Matters, 
Vlnectonate  oh  Plans,  Veputy  Chleh  °b  Strbh*  Flans  and  Operations ,  Head¬ 
quarters  United  States  Ain  Force;  and  Mice  Commander,  416th  Bombardment  Wing, 
Grlhhls  AFB,  New  York. 

Military  decorations  and  awards  Include  the  Legion  oh  Merit,  Meritorious 
Service  Medal  with  one  Oak  Leah  Cluster,  Air  Medal  with  three  Oak  Leah 
Clusters,  Air  Force  Commendation  Medal,  Combat  Readiness  Medal,  National 
Vehznse  Service  Medal,  Vietnam  Service  Medal,  and  the  Republic  oh  Vietnam 
Campaign  Medal. 


Colonel  John  T.  Jaeckle 
9 2 BMW,  \Jice  Commanded 
F ainchild  Air  ¥ on.cz  Base,  WA 

Colonel  John  T.  Jaccklc  was  born  on  7  9  January  7939  In  San  Antonio, 
Texas.  He  received  his  commission  thn.ou.gh  the  Ain.  Fon.ce  Res erve 
0 fifteen.  Training  Con.pt>  afater  obtaining  a  Bachelor  Vegn.ee  in  Mechanical 
Engineening,  at  Texas  ASM  University  in  7  967  . 

A  command  pilot,  he  hat,  oven.  4,400  flying  hours  in  various  ain.cn.afat, 
including  the  B-S2,  T-39,  EC-47,  B-58,  and  F-102.  He  has  falom  2 00 
combat  missions  in  the  EC-47  and  B-52.  His  most  necent  assignments 
include  Operations  Ofafaicer,  46th  Bomb  Squa.dn.on,  Grand  F orks  AFB,  Month 
dakota(later  served  as  deputy  Wing  Inspector) ;  Ain.  Wan.  College,  Maxwell 
AFB,  Alabama,  and  wa s  a  distinguished  gnaduate ;  deputy  Chiefa  ofa  Stafafa 
faon  Plant)  and  Openations ,  Headquarters  USAF.  While  there  he  was  also 
Chiefa  ofa  the  Rated  Management  division  and  laten  the  Assistant  deputy 
dinecton  faon.  Operational  Support. 

Colonel  Jaeckle's  military  decorations  include  the  distinguished  Flying 
Cross,  Ain  Medal  with  eight  Oak  Leafa  Clusters,  Meritorious  Service 
Medal  and  the  Ain  Force  Commendation  Medal. 

Colonel  Jaeckle  assumed  his  current  position  in  June  1984. 


THE  COVER 


PICTURE 


A L ERT  -  Members  o  f  a  Strategic  A Ir  Command  B-52V  combat  c> tew 
run  to  their  always  ready- and- waiting  aircraft.  Since  October. 
1957  a  number  o  f  SAC  aircraft  have  been  on  24-hour-a-day  alert 
at  United  State s  and  overseas  bate*.  (U.S.  A  In.  F  on.ee  Photo] 


SAC  COMMAND  EMBLEM 


SAC '-6  emblem  was  approved  on  4  January  1  952  .  The  blue  -iky  Is 
representative  oft  the  Ain.  Eon.ce  openatloni.  The  arm  and  armor 
Is  a  symbol  o  f  -strength,  poteen,  and  loyalty,  and  repres  ents  the 
science  and  art  o f  employing  f an.  reaching  advantages  In  securing 
the  obj ectlves  of  wan..  The  olive  branch,  a  symbol  of  peace, 
and  the  lightning  flashes,  symbolic  oft  speed  and  power,  are 
qualities  underlying  the  mission  of  the  Strategic  Air  Command. 


SAC's  MOTTO: 


Peace  Is  Our  Profession 


92BMW  EMBLEM 

92BMW's  emblem  was  approved  on  21  November  1957.  The  two-edged 
broadsword,  which  pro  trays  the  Wing,  shows  the  "two-edged" 
capability  of  a  heavy  bomber  wing  to  maintain  the  calm,  serene 
skies  of  peace  shown  by  a  light  blue  sky  with  white  clouds 
and  the  green  olive  branch  of  peace.  Its  devastating  deterrent 
capability  to  restrain  the  emptiness  and  bloodshed  of  war  Is 
shown  by  a  black,  empty  void  pierced  by  the  blood-red  lightning 
blot  of  war. 


92BM til's  MOTTO: 


Vuplum  I ncolumltatls  -  Twofold  Security 


MISSION  STATEMENTS 


SAC  's 


"The  Strategic  Air  Command  will  be  p;iepaAecf  to  conduct  long 
range  o  ffens.lv  e  operation*  In  any  part  of  the  would  either  Indepen¬ 
dently  on.  In  cooperation  with  land  and  Naval  forces;  to  conduct 
maximum  range  reconnaissance  over  land  or  sea  either  Independently 
or  In  cooperation  with  land  and  Naval  forces;  to  provide  combat 
units  capable  oft  Intense  and  sustained  combat  operations  employing 
the  latest  and  most  advanced  weapons ;  to  train  units  and  personnel 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Strategic  forces  In  all  parts  of  the 
world ;  to  perform  such  special  missions  as  the  Commanding  General, 
of  the  Air  force  may  direct." 


928M W's 


"The  92 nd  Bombardment  Wing,  Heavy  will  maintain  assigned  units 
In  a  state  of  readiness  to  permit  Immediate  operation  against  ad¬ 
versaries  of  the  United  States.  Be  prepared  to  perform  tasks  as¬ 
signed  In  current  Emergency  War  Orders  and  related  operations 
orders.  Train  bombardment  and  air  refueling  crews  and  units  for 
the  performance  of  global  bombardment  operations.  Support  the 
Air  Reserve  and  Air  National  Guard  program  In  accordance  with 
Instructions  received  from  Air  force  or  Higher  Headquarters. 

Assure  required  support  Is  provided  to  tenant  units." 


Ill 


F0 RWARV 


This  booklet  Mas  prepared  so  that  you,  the  reader,  might 
gain  a  better  understanding  oh  the  92nd  Bombardment  Wing  and 
Its  pest.  Although  thli  booklet  covers  a  period  oh  almost  halh 
a  century,  It  li  not  all- Inclusive.  There  one  countless  documents 
and  historical  reports  In  the  Wing  Historians  O^lce  and  the 
Fairchild  Base  Museum,  that  tell  the  stories  oh  the  unhung  heroes 
Mho  Mere  assigned  to  the  Wing  throughout  years  past.  It  Is  Mlth 
regret  that  this  booklet  cannot  mention  every  name  and  event  that 
took  place  Mlthln  the  Wing’s  glorious  history. 

The  success  oft  the  92nd  Bombardment  Wing  can  only  be  attributed 
to  the  unselfish  attitudes,  dedication,  and  hard  Mark  oh  every 
ohh'tc-eif  airman,  and  civilian,  Mho  Mere  assigned  to  the  unit.  To 

Northwest"  Is  dedicated. 


"I  that  my  responsibility  to  this  country 
Is  to  make  sure  Me  can  perhorm  our  mission  oh 
nuclear  deterrence  better  than  any  other  bomb 
Ming  In  the  Air  Force. ..." 


Colonel  James  W.  Meier 
Commander,  92BMW 


This  booklet  concludes  activities  as  oh  50  September  1984. 
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INTRODUCTION 


F or  over  40  years,  the  92 d  Bombardment  lulling  h as  pursued 
It's  goal  ofi  excellence  during  both  Man.  and  peacetime.  It 
has  won  military  honors  during  both  World  Wan.  II  and  the. 

Korean  Conflict  and  boasts  quite,  a  history  as  c.olon.^ul  as  It 
Is  varied.  It  has  operated  abound  the.  United  State.*  a*  Me.ll 
a*  abound  the  Morld  and  gained  distinction  a*  one  o&  the  most 
experienced  bombardment  Mings  In  the  Strategic  Mr  Command. 

This  brlefa  history  ofifier*  but  a  glimpse  o ^  the  Wing  and 
some  ofa  the  activities  that  It  has  been  Involved  In  since  It's 
birth  during  March,  1942  and  has  been  divided  up  Into  three 
major  parts ;  the  Chronology ,  the  Narrative,  and  a  Pictorial 
History,  to  provide  the  reader  Mlth  " the  big  picture"  o{,  the 
Wing  and  It's  basic  mission.  The  pictorial  portion  tells  a 
story  In  Itself.  The  photos  presented  have  been  faound  through 
diligent  research  and  tell  the  story  ofi  the  Wing  by  It's  assigned 
aircraft.  Some  are  rare  combat  photos  taken  during  World  War 
II,  Mhere  the  92 d  began  It's  rich  past. 

Ifi  you  have  any  further  questions  about  the  history  ofi 
the  92 d  Bombardment  Wing,  contact  the  Wing  Historian  at 
extension  247 -2  1  7 3 . 


CHRONOLOGY  OF  THE  92V  BOMBARVMENT  WING 


1  Mar  7  9  4  2  92 d  Bomba.fidme.nt  Group  activated  at  Barktdale 

Field,  LA.  Fairchild  AFB  activated  at  Spokane 
An  my  Air  Field. 

12  Aug  1  942  92 d  Bombandment  Group  fillet  the  North  Atlantic 

Route  to  Prettwlck,  Scotland. 


28  Aug  1942 
6  Sep  1942 
28  Feb  1946 

15  Jul  1946 

4  Aug  1946 

28  Mag  1948 

16  Tun  1 9  SO 

4  Jul  19  SO 

12  Jul  1950 

25  Oct  1950 

28  Feb  1951 

29  Jul  1951 

16  Oct  1954 


92 d  Bombardment  Group  attlgned  to  Bovlngdon 
Alrdrom ,  England. 

92 d  Bombardment  Group  fillet  Itt  filrtt  combat 
mlttlon  over  Nazi  occupied  France. 

A  filer  over  3 00  combat  mlttlont  to  It't  credit, 
the  9 2d  It  Inactivated  at  Ittret  Air  Field, 

France. 

The  92 d  Bombardment  Group  It  redetlgnated  at  the 
92 d  Bombardment  Group,  1/ erg  Heavg,  and  attlgned 
to  SAC. 

92 d  Bombardment  Group  ( 1/ erg  Heavg)  activated  at 
Fort  Worth  A rmg  Field,  Texat  and  attlgned  to  the 
15th  Air  Force.  The  9 2d  Mat  alto  equipped  with 
B-29  Superfiortettet  on  thlt  date. 

The  92 d  Bombardment  Group,  Y  erg  Heavg,  redetlg - 
nated  at  92 d  Bombardment  Group,  Medium 

92 d  Bombardment  Group  (M)  redltlgnated  at  the 
92 d  Bombardment  Group  (H) . 

92d  Bombardment  Group  dltpatched.  planet  to 
participate  In  the  Korean  Co n fillet . 

92 d  Bomb  Group  filg  filrtt  mitt  Ion  over  Korea 
afiter  being  trantfierred  to  Guam. 

The  92 d  Bomb  Group  It  releated  firom  the  Korean 
Con  fillet  and  redeploged  to  Fairchild  AFB. 

Vue  to  the  re- organization  ofi  SAC  unltt ,  the  92 d 
Bombardment  Group  (H)  becomet  the  92 d  Bombardment 
Wing  (H) . 

92 d  Bombardment  Wing  equipped  uflth  the  new  B-36 
Peacemakert . 

The  92 d  Bombardment  Wing  trantfierred  to  Anderton 
AFB,  Guam. 
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73  Jan  7955 
4  Sep  1956 
7  Oct  1956 

16  Man.  7  9  5  7 
73  Sep  7957 

27  Feb  7  9  5  S 
Sep  7967 

75  Feb  7962 

Nov  7962 

25  Sep  7964 

MtW.  7  96  5 
A pn.  7  96  5 
Oc*  7966 

7  Ap*  7  9 6  S 

76  Oe*  7977 
Moa  7972 

7  Jix£  7  9  72 

25  Pc*  7  9  7  3 

4  May  1974 

25  Nov  - 
25  Pee  7975 


The  92d  redeplo yed  to  F alrchlld  AFB. 

The.  92 d  Air  Bate  Group  activated. 

The  9Zd  entert  Into  Itt  o  fifilclal  convention 
period,  converting  firom  8-36-6  to  8-52-6. 

The  92 d  receive t  Itt  ilrtt  8-52. 

The  92 d  A In  Refueling  Squadron  It  activated.  The 
92AREFS  It  equlped  u)lth  K8-2  9  Tankert. 

The  KB-29t  are  replaced  with  KC-735  Strata tankert . 

Mine  Atlat  Mlttle  complexet  become  operational. 

The  92d  Bombardment  Wing  (H)  becomet  the  92 d 
Strategic  Aerotpace  Wing. 

The  filrtt  Hound  Vog  Mlttle  delivered  to  the 
92SAW. 

The  92SAW  becomet  Involved  In  the  Vietnam  Conflict 
by  refueling  fa Ightert  over  So utheatt  A tla. 

The  92SAW  tupportt  Young  Tiger. 

Atlat  Mlttle  complexet  Inactivated. 

8-52 t  finom  the  92SAW  deployed  to  Guam  to  tupport 
the  Vietnam  Conflict. 

The  92SAW  tupportt  Arc  Light  bombing  mlttlont  In 
the  Vietnam  Conflict. 

92SAW  convertt  to  8-52 G  aircraft. 

92SAW  partlclpatet  In  Bullet  Shot,  the  ttepped 
up  bombing  ofi  targett  In  North  Vietnam. 

The  92SAW  It  redetlgnated  the  92 d  Bombardment 
Wing  (  9 2 BMW) . 

The  928MW  bombert  return  finom  Guam  and  the  92d 
BMW  It  reconttltuted  on  Fairchild  AFB. 

The  Vretldent  o ^  the  United  Statet ,  Richard  M. 
Nixon,  landt  at  Fairchild  AFB. 


Second  to  latt  aerial  refueling  In  tupport  ofi 
Young  Tiger.  Conducted  by  Crew  R-7  25  In  Aircraft 
51-0067 . 
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1  8  Aug 

25  Feb 
1  May 

16  May 
1  Jul 

1  Jan 

5  May 
1  8  May 

22  -  2. 
May 

19  Oct 

10  Nov 

1  Man. 

7  May 

6  Aug 


1976  Wing  participate.*  In  Korean  Augmentation  Operation 
by  helping  several  fighter  aircraft  deploy  to 
Korea. 

1977  Automated  Offset  Unit  modification  completed  on 
all  active  8-52-6. 

1977  SAC  transferred  responsibility  for  the  141st  Air 
Refueling  Group  {Reserve]  from  the  28BMW  to  the 
928MW. 

1977  B-52  Engine  Conditioning  Monitoring  Program 

established. 

1977  The  141st  Air  Refueling  Group  [Reserve]  assumes 
dally  alert  duties . 

1978  Accelerated  Copilot  Enrichment  operations  begin 
(ACE] . 

1978  The  President  of  the  United  States,  James  Earl 
Carter,  visits  Fairchild  AFB. 

1980  Mt.  St.  Helens  erupts  with  Fairchild  celebrating 
It's  Open  House,  leaving  the  Wing  paralyzed  for 
a  month. 


1980  Mt.  St.  Helens  again  erupts,  92BMW  aircraft 
deployed  to  Northern  California  SAC  bases. 

1981  A  combined  USAF /Boeing  Air  Launch  Cruise  Mlssle 
Site  Survey  Team  visits  the  Wing  and  measures 
Wing  capabilities  to  support  future  A LCM 
deployments . 

1981  928MW  participates  In  GIANT  VOICE  Bombing/ 
Navigation  Competition  and  wing  Navigator  Trophy 
for  Best  Tanker  Crew. 

198 2  Both  Fairchild  AFB  and  928MW  celebrate  40th 
Annlvers ary. 

1983  Moses  Lake/Grant  County  Airport  deployment 
[Busy  Moses] 
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9  Sep  1983 

Colonel  John  R.  Allen ,  Jr,,  928 MW  Comma.nd.eA,  ac.ce.ptA 
the  Wings  first  Offensive  Avionics  System /Air  Launched 
Cruise  Missile  (OAS/ALCM)  modified  8-52 G  bomber. 

8-10 

Nov  1983 

Aircrews  of  the  92nd  Bomb  Wing  participated  In  the 

SAC  Bombing  and  Navigation  competition.  The  Wing  placed 
fifth  out  0(5  the  IS  competing  unltA. 

14  Feb  1984 

In  an  effort  to  impAove  base  AecuAlty,  R ambo  Road,  which 
paAalleled  the  alert  aircraft,  was  officially  cloAed  to 
the  public. 

21-30 

Mar  1984 

The  Headquarters  SAC  InApectoA  General  conducted  a  ten- 
day  InApectlon  oft  the  Wing  and  base  Aupport  units.  The 
Wing  received  a  Satisfactory  rating  and  76  airmen  were 
recognized  as  professional  performers. 

9-19 

Jul  1984 

The  lAt  Combat  Evaluation  Group  [1CEVG],  Barksdale  AF8, 
Louisiana,  conducted  an  evaluation  of  the  Wing  aircrews. 
The  overall  rating  was  Satisfactory,  and  aircrew  testing 
was  rated  Outstanding. 

22-27 

Jul  1984 

The  Headquarters  SAC,  Wing  Security  Inspector,  conducted 
a  Wing  Security  Evaluation  [WSE)  to  realistically  evaluate 
the  normal  day-to-day  and  advanced  security  readiness  of 
the  Wing.  Ealrchlld  received  Its  third  consecutive 
Excellent  rating. 

29  Aug  1984 

Colonel  James  W.  Meier  assumed  command  of  the  92nd  Bomb¬ 
ardment  Wing.  Colonel  John  R.  Allen,  Jr.,  was  reassigned 
to  Washington  V.C. 

4-14 

Se.pt  1984 

The  SAC  Weapons  Loading  Competition  was  held  at  Ellsworth 
AF8,  South  Dakota.  Although  the  Wing  did  not  place  first, 
the  lessons  learned  certainly  will  pay  dividends  for  1985. 
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A  BRIEF  HISTORICAL  GUIVE 
TO  THE  92  d  BOMBARDMENT  till  SI  G 

CHAPTER  ONE 

A  MING  IS  BORN 


As  the  Second  Monld  Man  accelenated  In  Europe.,  the  need  ion 
combat  neady  units  also  Incneased.  Although  gnound  ionce- 6  wene 
consldened  the  mainstay  o i  the  mllltany  ionce,  the  Incneaslng 
Impontance  oi  stnateglc  bombtng  was  gatntng  wldespnead  attention 
not  only  inom  gnound  commanded ,  bat  inom  the  Man  Vepantment  as 
well.  As  pant  oi  the  step  up  In  A nmy  Ain  Ponce  (AAF)  unit*,  the 
92d  Bombandment  Gnoup  was  constituted ,  on  placed  on  a  list  ion 
activation ,  on  28  Januany  1942,  and  activated  on  1  Manch  oi  that 
same  yean.  Upon  Its  "blnth",  the  92 d  was  assigned  to  Banksdale 
Field,  Louisiana,  unden  the  authonlty  oi  the  Thlnd  Ain  Ponce, 
and  consisted  oi  the  325th,  326th,  327th,  and  407th  Bombandment 
Squadnons . 

The  outilt,  still  a  "papen  unit”,  was  tnans penned  to  MacVlll 
Field,  Plonlda,  on  the  16th  oi  Manch  1942,  whene  It  came  to  Hie 
by  acqulnlng  pensonnel  inom  the  29th  and  97th  Bombandment  Gnoups. 
On  the  19th  day  oi  May,  the  unit  changed  stations  again;  this 
time  to  Bnandenton  Field,  Plonlda.  Thene,  ion  a  penlod  oi  one 
month,  the  unit  continued  Its  tnalnlng  In  the  "lastest  thing  In 
aenlal  waniane” ,  the  B-17  Flying  F ontness.  The  unit  was  then 
neady  to  take  the  ilnst  step  towands  Its  destiny  and  Monld  Man 
Two . 


It  was  dunlng  the  bnlei  stay  at  Sanasota  that  both  Gnoup 
and  Squadnon  Insignias  wene  adopted.  Gnoup  Commanden  Colonel 
James  S.  Sutton  and  Majon  Mllllam  M.  Reid,  the  Gnoup's  Ain 
Executive  OUlcen,  became  acquainted  ” thnough  a  mutual  negand 
ion  ilshlng”  with  Mn.  V.T.  Hamlin,  the  canto o nls t- o nlglnato n  oi 
the  nationally  iamous  syndicated  comic  stnlp,  " Alley  Oop” .  The 
two  oiilcens  pnevalled  upon  Mn.  Hamlin  to  design  the  Insignias , 
one  oi  which  has  nemalned  to  this  day  as  the  emblem  oi  the  325th 
Bombandment  Squadnon.  Hamlin  also  designed  the  onlglnal  Gnoup 
shield,  a  pnehlstonlc  ptenodactyl  banking  oven  the  wonds ,  "Hlgh- 
en,  Stnongen,  Fasten.”  That  emblem  was  supenseded  In  1957  by  the 
cunnent  design. 

On  the  20th  oi  June  1942,  the  92d  ilew  to  Mestoven  Field, 
Massachusetts  ion  a  bnlei  penlod  oi  ten  days.  Pnom  thene  the 
cnews  ilew  to  Vow  Field,  Maine,  whene  the  unit  nemalned  inom  the 
29th  oi  June  until  the  middle  oi  August.  Vunlng  that  time,  the 
9 2d  continued  Its  Intensive  tnalnlng,  Including  expenlmental 
wonk  In  endunance  ilylng,  load  dlstnlbutlon  and  othen  iactons 
essential  to  ilylng  oven  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
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CHAPTER  WO 
THE  WAR  YEARS 


In  late  June.  19  42,  as  the.  u )ar  was  raging  In  both  Europe,  and 
the  Paclkle,  the  ground  echelon  ok  the  92 d  began  Its  move  to 
England.  Abound  the  mtddZe  o  fa  August,  the  air  echeZon  began  Its 
deployment  to  EngZand  by  fiZytng  the  North  AtZantte  route  in.om 
Bangor,  Maine  to  Newkoundland  to  Prestwick,  ScotZand.  The  92 d 
Bombardment  Group  was  the  ^lr6t  heavy  bomber  unit  to  fily  this 
route,  and  the  completion  oft  the  flight  without  the  loss  o k  a 
single  aircraft  not  only  brought  tforth  a  letter  ok  commendation 
krom  General' Hap]  Arnold  but  also  helped  convince  the  Mar  Depart¬ 
ment  to  accept  the  route  ior  military  use . 

During  the  kail  ok  19  42,  the  92 d  Its  kl^l  combat 

mission  over  occupied  Europe.  Its  baptism  by  k rre  came  when  the 
group  attacked  the  Avlons  Potez  Alrcrakt  Pactory  at  Meaulte, 
France,  a  plant  being  used  as  a  repair  depot  by  the  Luktwakkc. 

In  January  1943,  the  group  moved  to  Alconbury  Field,  England,  and 
was  removed  ^om  combat  status.  However,  It  was  hoped  that  the 
unit  would  soon  be  returned  to  combat.  That  dream  came  true 
when,  during  mid-May  1943,  the  92 d  returned  to  combat  status. 

The  k'C^l  mission  was  an  attack  on  the  shipyards  at  Kiel, 

Germany.  In  rapid  succession  there  k°^0Mcd  the  kam°ws  raids  on 
Heligoland  and  the  submarine  pens  at  Lorlent  and  St  N azalre, 
France.  Shipyards,  sub  pens,  and  alrklelds  were  the  92d>s  primary 
concern  In  the  spring  ok  1943.  During  that  Summer,  the  unit 
turned  Its  attention  towards  the  enemy's  gigantic  Industrial 
might,  Striking  such  targets  as  the  synthetic  rubber  plant  at 
Halts,  alrcrakt  factories  at  Nantes  and  other  strategic  targets. 

On  one  ok  the  raids  over  Hanover,  Germany,  Second  Lieutenant  John 
C.  Morgan  earned  the  unit's  k-c^l  Congressional  Medal  ok  Honor. 

As  one  ok  the  steps  toward  gaining  air  Supremacy  over 
"Fortress  Europe"  the  92d  turned  Its  squadrons  loose  on  the 
Luktwakkc  alrklelds  In  France  and  Holland.  The  group  also  press¬ 
ed  Its  case  against  German  Industry  with  such  notable  raids  as 
the  one  on  the  Bochum  steel  works  and  probably  the  most  kamous 
raids  ok  the  entire  war,  the  attack  on  the  ball  bearing  k°-ctorles 
at  Schwelnkurt. 

Throughout  the  remainder  ok  1943,  strikes  directed  against 
alrklelds  and  port  Installations  In  Western  Europe  were  Inter¬ 
spersed  with  attacks  upon  targets  at  Such  distant  and  widely 
scattered  places  as  Gydynla,  Poland ;  Schwelnkurt,  Germany ;  and 
Knaben,  Norway.  Harbors  and  U-boat  plants  In  Germany  and  robot 
or  "buzz  bomb"  bomb  sites  In  the  Pas  de  Calais  area  had  been  added 
to  the  group's  list  ok  objectives. 

On  27  September  1944  the  92 d  completed  Its  200th  mission- - 
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an  attack  upon  the  madshallng  yadds  at  Cologne.  In  Its  two 
yeads  o ^  duty  In  tine  European  Theater,  the  gdoup  had  acquitted 
a  gdeat  deal  oft  combat  expedience  and  wa s  then  dated  as  the 
oldest  o  the  heavy  bombed  gdoups  In  England.  I n  addition  to 
Its  activities  In  connection  with  stdateglc  bombing,  the  9 2d 
engaged  In  a  numbed  0{ \  special  opedatlons.  In  July  ojJ  the  same 
yead,  at  the  time  oft  the  St.  Lo  o  pensive,  the  gdoup  gave  suppodt 
to  gdound  iodees  by  acting  as  "flying  adtllledy"  fiod  the  tdoops 
ofi  the  U.S.  EldSt  Admy.  On  the  17th  o Septembed  1944,  aldcdafat 
o  the' unit  bombed  gun  emplacements  and.  bdldges  In  suppodt  oft 
aldbodne  opedatlons  In  the  Nethedlands .  Vudlng  Vecembed  1944- 
Januady  1945,  the  gdoup  took  padt  In  the  aid  phase  o &  one  oft 
the  most  decisive  battles  dudlng  the  entlde  wad:  the  Battle  oft 
the  Bulge,  and  In  Eebduady  oft  1945  contdlbuted  to  the  cooddlnated 
aid  o fifienslv e  against  Gedman  lines  ofi  communication. 

On  the  seventh  ofi  Kpdll,  1945tthe  92 d  completed  Its  300th 
mission  by  attacking  the  Nazi  ald{,lelds  at  Wes  endodfi .  A  week 
lated  It  was  used  dldectly  against  the  enemy  gdound  faodees  In 
the  Royan  adea  nead  Boddeaux,  whede  a  pocket  ofi  Gedman  deslst- 
ance  still  existed.  With  the  bombing  ofi  the  Skoda  Admament 
plant  at  Rllsen,  Czechoslovakia  on  25  Apdll,  1945,  the  92 d  con¬ 
cluded  Its  combat  opedatlons  In  WW11 .  Vudlng  Its  months  o fa 
sedvlce  ovedseas ,  the  gdoup,  a  vetedan  odganlzatlon  with  Its 
shade  oft  famous  names  and  aw adds ,  had  filown  a  total  o ft  310  combat 
missions . 

The  92d  was  Inactivated  on  the  28th  ofi  Eebduady  1946  at 
Istdes,  F dance,  whede  It  demalned  Inactive  until  4  August  1946 
when  It  was  activated  as  the  92 d  Bombaddment  Gdoup  [\J edy  Heavy) 
at  F odt  Wodth  Admy  field,  Texas,  and  deceived  the  B- 29  Suped- 
faodtdess . 
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CHAPTER  THREE 


THE  9  2V  GETS  A  HOME 


A{ten  only  a  bnle{  stay  at  P ont  Month  A nmy  Ain  Pleld, 
the  gnoup  was  moved  to  Smoky  Hill  Ain  Pleld,  Kansas,  dunlng 
Octoben  1946,  whene  It  nemalned  until  Jum  19  41.  Vunlng  that 
same  month,  the  gnoup  was  again  moved  to  what  would  mom  on 
less  become  It  s  penmanent  home, ,  Spokane.  Ain  Ponce  Bate.  On 
15  July  1947,  unden  the  command  oft  Colonel  Albent  J.  Showen, 
the  92 d  completed  It  s  move.  Almost  thnee  yearn  to  the  day 
a{ten  the  92 d  annlved  at  Spokane  APB,  the  gnoup  wa s  ondened 
to  move  to  the  Fan  East  Theaten  unden  the  command  o {  Colonel 
Claude  E.  Putnam.  Elements  o{  the  92 d  began  leaving  the  base 
on  4  July  1950  {on  Yokota  AS,  Japan,  {nom  which  the  attacks 
against  Communist  ponces  In  Month  Konea  wene  launched.  Just 
eight  days  a{ten  the  gnoup  was  {Inst  alented,  It  dnopped  It  s 
{Inst  bombs  oven  Month  Konea. 

While  with  the  Pan  East  Ain  Ponces  (FEAF),  the  gnoup  was 
pant  o{  Majon  Genenal  Emmett  0 ' Vonnell' s  FEAF  Bomben  Command 
and  pantlclpated  In  the  stnateglc  bombing  o{  key  Industnlal 
tangets  In  Konea.  Those  tangets  wene  soon  knocked  out  and 
tactical  openatlons  wene  begun.  They  Included  cutting  o{{ 
vital  Month  Konean  supply  lines,  and  bombing  o{  supplies  and 
tnoop  aneas  In  suppont  o{  United  Nations  (UN)  gnound  {onces. 

While  In  the  Pan  Eastenn  Theaten,  the  gnoup  {lew  836  sontles 
and  dnopped  some  33,000  bombs  totaling  7,500  tons. 

Eanly  In  Octoben  1950,  the  92 d  was  neleased  by  Genenal 
Vouglas  MacAnthun  {on  netunn  to  the  U.S.  Shontly  a{ten  It  s 
netunn,  the  out{lt  was  nedeslgnated  as  a  Heavy  Bombandment 
Wing  at  Spokane  APB,  On  the  29th  o {  July  1951,  the  92 d 
necelved  It  s  {Inst  B-36  bomben  called  the  "Peacemaken" . 

Vunlng  the  middle  o{  1953,  the  Wing  pantlclaped  In 
Openatlon  Big  Stick,  which  was  among  the  {Inst  o{  a  senles  o{ 
tests  designed  to  measune  the  capabilities  o {  the  B-36  In  a 
long  distance  {light.  The  exendse  was  the  {Inst  time  a  B-36 
had  made  a  non-stop  {light  {nom  the  U.S.  to  the  Pan  East  and 
netunn.  On  15  May  1955,  the  Ain  Ponce  Outstanding  Unit  Awand 
was  o {{Iclally  pnesented  to  the  Wing. 

On  17  Octoben  1954,  the  Wing  deployed  to  Andenson  APB, 

Guam  {on  a  90  day  temponany  duty  (TVY)  asslgnement  until 
13  Januany  1955  when  the  {Inst  Incnement  o{  B-36  alncna{t 
netunned  to  Palnchlld  APB  (named  a{ten  Genenal  Muln  S.  Palnchlld, 
1/  Ice  Chle{  o  {  Sta{{  {on  Ain,  on  24  Novemben  1  950  ).  Again, 
beginning  on  13  Apnll  1956,  the  Wing  {lew  to  Andenson  APB  on 
Openatlon  Cnosswlnd  {on  a  second  90  day  TVY  mission,  netunnlng 
on  11  July  1956.  On  4  Septemben  1956,  the  Wing  sepanated  {nom 
the  57th  Ain  Vlvlslon  and  the  92 d  Ain  Base  Gnoup  was  {onmed  to 
canny  out  the  housekeeping  {unctions  at  Palnchlld. 
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The  ktrst  ok  October  19  56  signalled  the  entrance  ok  the 
W^ng  Into  the  okktelal  co nv ers lo n  period  (1  October  1  956  - 
15  October  1  9  57)  during  which  the  B-36  alrcrakt  was  retired 
and  the  base  became  geared  k0*1  the  new  B- 52  "'Strata kortress ’’ . 
Although  the  B-36  never  dropped  a  bomb  tn  anger,  tt  more  than 
served  SAC  at,  a  primary  weapon  system  kor  approximately  halk 
a  decade.  With  Colonel  C.  A. Neeley,  Wing  Commander  at  the 
controls,  the  k lrt>t  8-52  arrived  at  Fairchild  on  26  March  19  57 
and  Operation  Big  Switch,  the  changeover  to  the  jet  bomber 
was  well  under  way.  During  the  late  spring  and  summer  ok 
1957,  delivery  ok  B-52 Vt>  continued  until  the  k ull  complement 
ok  bomber  aircraft  had  been  received  on  22  September. 

The  strike  capabilities  ok  the  Wing  were  greatly  expanded 
In  July  ofa  1957  with  the  activation  ok  the  92 d  Air  Rekuellng 
Squadron  (92AREFS),  Previously  stationed  at  Bergstrom  AFB, 
Texas,  where  the  crews  conv erted  B-29  bombers  redesignated 

KB-29S.  On  21  February  195S,  the  92AREFS  received  It  s  k Irst 
KC-135  all- jet  tanker,  a  process  that  continued  until  11  Sep¬ 
tember  ok  that  same  year  when  the  conversion  was  completed. 

The  crews  ok  the  92 d  didn’t  waste  any  time  proving  their 
superior  capabilities.  Six  days  akter  the  squadron  became 
operational,  a  92AREFS  crew  shattered  two  world  records  by 
klylng  at  a  speed  ok  587.13  miles  per  hour  while  carrying  a 
load  ok  22,046  pounds  ok  j$ue.£.  Bekore  the  year  had  ended,  the 
crews  ok  the  92AREFS  had.  established  seven  world  speed  records. 
The  previous  record  had  been  set  by  the  Soviet  Union. 


CHAPTER  FOUR 


THE  AEROSPACE  AGE 


During  April  19  59,  contract-ion  began  on  Atlas  Inter¬ 
continental  ballistic  mlssle  launch,  complexes*  encircling 
Fairchild.  On  1  April  1960,  the  661th  Strategic  M Issle 
Squadron  (  567SMS)  Mas*  activated  and  assigned  to  the  Wing,  and 
made  history  as*  the  first  Air  Force  unit  to  Include  both 
manned  aircraft  and  IC8M-6  under  the  s*ame  unit.  In  March  1961, 
the  Wing  Mas*  redesignated  the  91d  Aerospace  Wing  to  emphasize 
the  growing  role  the  Wing  had  to  play  during  the  aerospace 
age. 


In  June  1960,  the  Wing  experienced  a  reshuffling  of  units. 
The  Wing's  327th  Bombardment  Squadron  was  assigned  to  the 
4170th  Strategic  Wing  atLarson  AFB,  Washington.  Also  In  June, 
the  92d  Bombardment  Wing  was  awarded  the  Air  Force  Outstanding 
Unit  Award,  first  Oak  Leaf  Cluster,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Air  Force  Vucley  C.  Shart  on  17  June  1960.  On  the  first  of 
March  19  61,  the  Wing  lost  iX’s  326th  Bomb  Squadron.  The  unit  was 
transferred  to  the  4141st  Strategic  Wing  at  Glasgow  AFB, 

Montana,  leaving  the  Wing  responsible  for  only  one  bomb  squadron, 
the  325th  [the  407th  being  Inactivated  on  26  February  1946). 

By  the  end  of  September  1961,  all  nine  of  the  Atlas 
1CBM  complexes  around  Fairchild  were  completed  and  the  Wing's 
567SMS  assumed  full  control  of  the  complexes  as  SAC  declared 
the  mlssle  sites  at  Fairchild  operational.  The  567SMS  was 
one  of  the  primary  tactical  units  of  the  Wing  until  the  spring 
of  196 5  when  It  s  Atlas  missies  were  retired.  During  the 
short  span  of  active  duty,  the  567th  earned  almost  every  major 
award  which  could  be  given  to  a  strategic  mlssle  squadron. 

Another  addition  to  the  Wing’s  arsenal  occured  In  1961 
when  AGM  28B  "Hound  Vog"  missies  were  delivered.  The  first 
Hound  Vog  arrived  aboard  a  C-133  on  2  November.  Launched  from 
beneath  the  wings  of  the  8-52,  the  Hound  Vog  was  designed  to 
extend  the  punch  of  the  bomber  by  knocking  out  enemy  defenses 
and  secondary  targets. 

Early  In  April  of  1966,  the  first  elements  of  the  43d 
Air  Refueling  Squadron  [43AREFS]  also  equipped  with  the 
KC-135  all  jet  tanker,  were  transferred  to  Fairchild  from 
Larson  AFB,  Washington.  Larson,  located  near  Moses  Lake, 
Washington,  was  eventually  closed  and  Fairchild  became  the 
43d' s  third  home. 
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CHAPTER  FIl/E 


SOUTHEAST  ASIA 

During  1968,  the  year  termed  by  many  a*  the,  height  ofi 
the.  Vietnam  Conflict,  the  92 d  Strategic  Ming  had  been 
Involved  In  Southeast  A *la  fior  exactly  fiour  year*.  The  Ming 
began  It' &  *upport  on  25  September  1  964  when  a*  a  re*ult  o  fi 
the  Tonkin  Gulfi  episode,  It  deployed  a  KC-135  Strata  tanker  to 
the  Philippine*.  The  tanker,  along  with  other *,  refiueled 
filghter*  Involved  In  air  operation *  oven.  Southeast  A *la.  The 
Ming’*  tanker  returned  at  the  end  oft  October  and  another 
KC-135  firom  Fairchild  replaced  It  In  November. 

A*  military  operation *  In  Vietnam  e*  calated  In  1965, 
the  demand  fior  aln.  refiuellng  lncrea*ed.  In  March  1  9  65,  an 
operation  fior  the  aln.  refiuellng  o fi  tactical  'fion.ce*,  nick¬ 
named  Young  Tlgen,  wa*  e*tabll*hed.  The  92SAW  wa*  ta*ked  firom 
1  9  65  through  1  9  68  to  *upply  tanken.*  and  crew *  fior  the  operation. 
F rom  March  1  965  to  March  1968,  47  crew*  and  25  KC-135*  firom 
the  Ming  filew  aln.  refiuellng  ml**lon*  fion.  filghter*  In  Southea*t 
A *la.  The  Ming’*  participation  *omewhatl wa*  *omewhat  *poradlc 
mo*t  ofi  1965,  but  It  wa*  greatly  lncrea*ed  In  the  *prlng  ofi 
1  966.  From  April  through  June,  the  92 d  provided  *  even 
tanker  crew*  who  filew  526  air  refiuellng  ml**lon*.  From  then 
on,  the  92SAW  had  an  average  ofi  fiour  tanker*  and  crew*  deployed 
to  Southea*t  A *la  fior  filghter  air  refiuellng  operation* . 

Mhlle  In  So uthea*t  A*la,  tanker  crew*  provided  numerou* 
"*ave*",  where  an  un*cheduled  refiuellng  meant  the  dlfifierence 
between  going  down  and  returning  home.  Tanker*  firom  the  Ming 
were  credited  with  approximately  30  ofi  tho*e  "*ave*"  during 
the  fiour  year*  the  Ming  *ent  It’*  KC-135*  to  Southea*t  A *la. 

8-52  Strata fiortre** e*  firom  the  Ming  al*o  made  their  debut 
In  Southea*t  A *la.  They  filew  fior  Operation  Arc  Light,  the 
nickname  fior  bombing  ml**lon*  In  Vietnam.  Tanker*  were  al*o 
a  part  ofi  Arc  Light,  by  refiuellng  B-52*  to  and  firom  *elected 
target*.  The  Ming  filr*t  became  Involved  In  Arc  Light  actlvltle* 
In  November  ofi  1  965  when  It  *ujpplled  two  tanker *  and  crew*  fior 
a  brlefi  time.  In  October  1966,  the  92SAW  *tepped  up  It  * 

*upport.  Two  B-52  bomber *,  three  KC-135 *  and  a  *mall  aug¬ 
mentation  team  firom  the  Ming  deployed  fior  45  day*  to  Ander*on 
AFB,  Guam.  From  then  until  March  1968,  approximately  11 
B-52*,  17  bomber  crew*,  11  KC-135*  and  12  tanker  crew*  deployed 
to  Ander*on  fior  60  day  Interval*. 

On  1  April  1968,  a  major  part  ofi  the  92SAW  deployed  fior 
j>lx  month*  to  Southea*t  A *la  fior  Operation  Arc  Light.  The 
UJlng  *ent  It'*  325BMS,  one  ofi  It’*  tanker  *quadron* ,  and  more 
than  1,000  *upport  per*onnel  to  the  fiorward  area.  The  Ming'* 
two  tanker  *quadron *  *pllt  the  dutle*  fior  the  operation.  The 


4  3AREFS  deployed  ^IrAt,  and  the  92 d  unplaced  It  at  tl xe  end  o  & 
June.  The  92SAW  encountered  no  problemA  tn  aAAumlng  tt  A 
voan.  dutleA  tn  SoutheaAt  kAla. 

The  primary  mlAAlon  ofi  the  Wing  at  a  major  cadre  unit 
under  the  3d  Mr  Division  waA  to  conduct  aerial  bombing 
against  Viet  Cong  Atrondhold  In  Vietnam.  Bombing  crewA  had 
a  dl^lcult  taAk,  however,  & or  the  filrAt  time  Alnce  the  early 
day&  o<5  WWJJ,  strategic  bombing  crew a  were  called  upon  to 
render  cloAe  Aupport  to  ground  fiorceA.  Within  the  Alx  month 
tour,  B-52  crewA  filew  nearly  2050  AortleA  over  enemy  territory , 
logging  14,000  flying  hourA  and  dropping  approximately  50,000 
tonA  o<5  bombA.  CrewA  firom  the  92SAW  filew  mlAAlonA  over 
Auch  targetA  In  Aupport  0(5  military  operatlonA  In  Khe  Sanh, 

Vlnh  Blnh  Province,  and  the  A  Shau  Valley.  By  23  September, 
moAt  0(5  the  Wing  had  returned  to  Talrchlld. 

During  the  remainder  d{ 5  1  968,  none  o( 5  the  Wing 'a  bomberA 
Aupported  any  further  Arc  Light  activity .  However,  tanker 
crewA  weren't  ao  lucky.  The  92SAW  continued  to  provide 
Individual  crewA  and  aircraft  In  Aupport  o  (5  Young  Tiger 
operatlonA  aA  well  aA  Aeveral  other  actlvltleA  dealing  with 
deployment  0(5  tactical  aircraft  to  and  farom  SoutheaAt  AAla. 

Again,  during  1969,  IncreaAlng  enemy  activity  within 
SoutheaAt  A Ala  neceAAltated  the  preAence  ofi  the  92SAW.  Aa 
during  the  prevlouA  Arc  Light  tour,  Talrchlld’ a  crewA  were 
called  upon  to  provide  cloAe  tactical  Aupport  to  ground  faorceA. 

In  the  courAe  0(5  the  189  day  TDV  period,  crewA  (5 rom  the  92 d 
participated  In  mlAAlonA  under  the  auAplceA  o^  the  4133d 
Bombardment  Wing  { ProvlAlonal )  and  made  Algnl^lcant  contribution 
to  vlctorleA  0(5  ground  (5 orceA  In  Auch  claAheA  aA  the  battle 
oj5  Ben  Het  In  June  and  July.  At  the  end  0{ 5  their  189  day  Atay, 
bomber  crewA  had  dropped  more  than  63,000  tonA  0( 5  bombA  and  had 
logged  more  than  11,700  flying  hourA  with  1,700  AortleA. 

The  converAlon  to  G-Model  B-52 a  began  ofcfilclally  on  16 
October  1  970  with  the  arrival  0(5  the  ilrAt  B-52 G.  Throughout 
the  remainder  o\ 5  the  year,  the  newer  aircraft  kept  arriving  aA 
the  older  "Da"  were  turned  over  to  other  unltA  Atlll  uAlng 
the  aircraft.  ConverAlon  waA  o  filclally  completed  New  V  ear' a 
Day  1971  with  the  aAAumptlon  0(5  the  B-52  alert  commitment 
uAlng  an  all  G  fiorce. 

A  major  communlAt  o  fafaenAlve  rivaling  that  o\ 5  the  T et 
OfifienAlve  In  1972  again  Aent  bomber  crewA  to  AnderAon  ATB, 
beginning  In  late  May  1  972  aA  part  oj 5  the  Arc  Light  bombing 
Aurge  nicknamed  "Bullet  Shot".  In  the  meantime,  elective 
1  July  1972,  the  92SAW  waA  redeAlgnated  the  92 d  Bombardment 
Wing  (Heavy).  On  21  December  1972,  the  92 d  Aufifiered  It' A 
& IrAt  and  only  Ioaa  ofi  a  B-52  In  combat  when  during  a  nighttime 


n,ald  on  Hanoi,  a.  F aln.chlld  chum  was  lost  oven.  Uon.th  Vietnam 
whin  theln.  aln.cn.afat  was  stn.uck  by  enemy  fal n,e.  The  pJLa.no, 
exploded  In  a  ball  o  fa  faln.e  and  eyewitness  es  In  the  fallowing 
aln.cn.afat  saw  no  parachutes .  Shortly  afaten.  the  Initial  report, 
tko,  names  ofa  it  Col  James  V.  Uagahlro  and  Capt  Lynn  R.  Been* 
turned  up  on  Nortf i  1/ letnamese  prisoner  ofa  wan.  lists.  Kfater 
several  weeks  ofa  captivity ,  the  two  prisoners  oft  wan.  were 
releas  cd,  with  the  others  listed  as  either  killed  on.  missing 
In  action.  The  rest  ofa  the  deployed  faorces  stayed  on  to 
faly  faurther  Arc  Light  missions  Into  Cambodia,  until  recalled 
during  the  fa all  o fa  1  973. 


CHAPTER  SIX 


A  TIME  OF  PEACE,  A  TIME  OF  CHANGE 

From  1974  to  the  present,  the.  Wing  has  been  involved  In 
many  peace  time  tests  and  special  minion*,  always  maintaining 
a  readiness  stance.  That  readine ss  capability  was  put  to  the 
test  in  August  1976  when  the  United  State s  military  went  into 
an  increased  readine ss  stance  due  to  an  incident  in  the  De¬ 
militarized  Zone  separating  North  and  South  Korea.  A*  a  result 
of  the  confrontation,  two  United  States  Army  officers  were  kill¬ 
ed,  and  the  United  States  Military  was  put  on  " alert  stance",  in 
case  hostilities  began  to  break  out.  As  a  precautionary  measure, 
the  Air  force  deployed  several  F-4  and  F -111  aircraft  to  Korea 
from  Kadena  AS,  Okinawa  and  from  Mountain  Home  AFB,  Idaho,  re¬ 
spectively.  The  deployment  was  a  success  due  to  the  refueling 
involvement  of  KC-135S  and  aircrews  belonging  to  the  91  BMW. 

On  IS  May  19S0,  the  Wing  was  faced  with  another  serious 
challenge.  V eplo yment  actions  were  tested  when  mother  nature 
decided  to  act  up.  On  a  sultry  Sunday  afternoon,  Mount  Saint 
Helens,  a  dormant  volcano  in  Southwestern  Washington,  erupted, 
spewing  volcanic  ash  thousands  of  feet  into  the  atmosphere . 

Within  a  matter  of  a  few  hours,  the  ash  had  advanced  on  Fairchild, 
then  celebrating  its  open  house.  Security  Police  assigned  to 
the  base  were  required  to  evacuate  some  75,000  personnel  from 
the  flightline  area,  and  operations  personnel  were  forced  to 
evacuate  several  visiting  aircraft  before  the  advancing  ash 
started  to  fall.  With  the  last  of  the  visiting  personnel  de¬ 
parting  the  base  and  most  of  the  aircraft  airborn,  the  ash  began 
to  engulf  the  Pacific  Northwest.  For  a  week,  ash  slowly  drifted 
over  the  state  of  Washington.  After  the  holocaust,  Fairchild 
had  received  an  official  measurement  of  two  inches.  However, 
the  angry  mountain  wasn’t  finished  with  the  Wing.  Again,  on  12 
and  23  May,  the  mountain  blew.  Another  major  eruption  sent  more 
of  the  abrasive  ash  into  the  air,  but  this  time  the  92nd  was 
prepared.  Upon  notification  of  the  eruption,  the  Wing  immediately 
dispatched  its  aircraft  to  Northern  California  SAC  bases  until 
the  danger  passed.  Fortunately ,  the  winds  changed  and  the  ash 
blew  in  a  more  southerly  route  into  Oregon  and  the  aircraft  re¬ 
turned  shortly  thereafter. 

In  1982,  Colonel  Allen,  92BMW  Commander  received  notifica¬ 
tion  that  the  92 d  would  be  one  of  the  first  bomb  wings  to  receive 
the  Offensive  Avionics  System/ Air  Launched  Cruise  [OAS/ALCM] 
Missile.  Work  began  in  January  1983  to  prepare  Fairchild  for 
its  new  weapon  system.  The  Wing  was  scheduled  to  receive  its 
newly  modified  8-52 s  in  September  1983. 


The  9 2d  again  became  the  ko^^^wnner  as  the  Stn.dt2.Qyic. 

Air  Command  base  to  deploy  Its  assigned  atn.cn.akt,  while  the  run¬ 
way  received  a  badly  needed  ^ace-t-c^d:.  To  penmlt  this,  the  92 d 
deployed  Its  aln.cn.akt  and  personnel  to  Grant  County  Airport, 
Washington  (kormally ,  Larsen  kin.  Von.ce  Base)  and  Gnand  Forks 
kin.  Fon.ce  Base,  North  Dakota.  Althrough  the  operation,  nick¬ 
named  "Busy  Moses,"  began  on  7  May  and  was  completed  on  8  August 
19  83,  planning  started  about  a  yean.  before  the  move.  About  9 
months  prior  to  the  move,  Colonel  Allen  established  a  Runway 
Closure  Okk'tee  with  two  Lt  Colonels  assigned  ko.ll  time.  it.  Col. 
Terry  Jones  represented  Operations  and  acted  as  the  overall 
coordinator  k0/l  Ike  project.  Lt.  Col  Donald  Shelhammer  acted  as 
the  maintenance  representative.  Captain  Mary  May  joined  the 
Runway  Closure  Okk'Oee  later  and  worked  with  the  Morale,  Welk^re, 
and  Recreation  (MWR)  and  support  areas. 

The  Grant  County  Airport  was  selected  as  the  deployment  site 
because  ok  the  close  proximity  to  Fairchild,  the  1  3,000  plus  j \oot 
runway,  and  the  Ideal  keying  conditions .  Personnel,  supplies, 
and  equipment  could  be  transported  by  road  In  a  little  less  than 
1  hours.  Parts  could  be  recycled  through  the  shops  at  Fairchild, 
and  aircrews  could  be  bussed  to  the  alrcrakt. 

The  92d  Bombardment  Wing’s  operation  activities  lekl  Fairchild 
AFB  as  Busy  Moses  commenced. 

The  k'O^t  eonvoy  loads  ok  equipment  and  support  personnel 
headed  kofl  Moses  Lake  on  2  May.  Once  an  adequate  number  ok  main¬ 
tenance  and  security  personnel  were  on  hand,  and  living  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  kofl  them,  the  Wing  started  the  large  job  ok  de¬ 
ploying  Its  alrcrakt  to  Moses  Lake,  Washington  and  Grand  Forks 
AFB,  North  Dakota.  The  k'O^l  ok  the  Wing’s  alrcrakt  k out  ok 
Fairchild  AFB  on  16  May.  Over  the  next  couple  ok  weeks,  alrcrakt 
activity  at  Fairchild  lessened  as  the  Wing’s  B-52  alert  k°^oe 
alrcrakt  and  crews  were  ^e^tA^ed  to  Grand  Forks  AFB,  North  Dakota ; 
the  KC-135  tanker  alert  k0/ic-e  and  the  remaining  bombers  and 
tankers  k^^M  1°  Moses  Lake. 

A  convoy  ok  over  twenty  government  vehicles  made  the  110-mlle 
trip  to  Moses  Lake  on  9  May.  The  convoy  Included  security 
vehicles,  busses,  trucks,  and  heavy  maintenance  equipment  on  seml- 
klatbeds .  Despite  cold  and  damp  weather,  the  convoy  lekt  Fairchild 
bekore  noon.  "News  Reporter"  Ken  Niles  and  a  cameraman  k^om 
KXLY-TV  recorded  the  event  k 0/1  broadcast  on  the  evening  news. 

Due  to  the  depleted  vehicle  k°^ee  at  Fairchild,  constraints 
were  placed  on  Government  Vehicle  [GOV]  use  on  base.  Vehicles 
were  not  available  k0/L  Morale,  Welkare,  and  Recreation  activities , 
club  use,  or  chapel  use.  To  ease  the  travel  constraints  between 
the  base  and  the  k°rward  operating  location  (F OL),  1st  Lt.  Donald 
VanDlne,  92nd  Transportation  Okk'Oo.er,  scheduled  dally  shuttle 
bus  runs  between  the  two  points.  The  shuttle  runs  took  pressure 
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0(5(5  the.  thinly  stretched  GOVs  by  than* positing  people.,  supply 
Item* ,  alrcraflt  parts  and  paperwork  (5 rom  the  base  to  the  FOL. 
People  signed  up  <5 on  the  shuttle  by  calling  transportation  dis¬ 
patch  and  then  loading  up  at  the  Veel  R ecreatlo  n  Center  as  It 
became  a  central  pickup  point.  The  same  system  brought  people 
home  (5 rom  Moses  Lake.  Break-downs  were  Inevitable  as  the  vehicles 
logged  many  extra  miles  on  the  trek  flrom  one  lo cation  to  another. 
Vehicles  most  s us ceptable  to  breakdowns  Included  units  like  step- 
vans  that  generally  traveled  short  distances  and  at  low  speeds. 

The  110  miles  between  the  two  points  leflt  Its  mark  o\ 5  wear  and 
tear  on  engine  and  transmission  systems. 

The  annual  Base  Open  House  on  22  May  marked  the  last  day 
aircraft  used  the  flllghtllne  and  runway  at  Fairchild.  In  the 
hours  aflter  the  nearly  65,000  visitors  leflt  Fairchild,  more  than 
50  visiting  aircraft  departed  the  base.  The  last  o  j5  the  Wing's 
aircraft  fllew  out  that  evening  In  accordance  with  contract  re¬ 
quirements  stating  all  aircraft  would  be  gone  by  midnight. 

Aflter  all  the  92 ds  aircraft  arrived  at  Moses  Lake,  personnel 
got  to  the  main  job  at  hand  -  the  mission.  Colonel  Byrd,  92 BMW 
Deputy  Commander  fl or  Operations ,  stated  the  mission  o\ 5  the  Wing 
was  two- ^old  In  nature  while  at  Moses  Lake.  First,  the  Wing 
needed  to  be  able  to  fl ulfllll  Its  Emergency  War  Order  ( EWO ) 
requirements ,  and  secondly  the  Wing  had  to  keep  Its  aircrew 
training  "up  to  speed". 

Grant  County  Housing  Authority  provided  quarters  In  the  old 
Larsen  AFB  "wherry"  housing  units.  Although  the  houses  had 
been  flresh ly  painted  Inside,  the  exteriors  were  In  bad  shape 
and  lawns  did  not  exist.  Base  Civil  Engineers  supplied  water 
hoses  and  sprinklers ,  so  In  most  cases  the  lawns  looked  better 
than  when  Fairchild's  personnel  arrived.  The  flurnlture  supplied 
In  the  houses  Included  Gl-sytle  bunks  beds  and  ranch  oak  dressers. 
The  Wing  had  two-,  three-,  and  flour- bedroom  houses  with  two  people 
per  room.  The  92 d  rented  stoves  and  reflrlgerators  flrom  the 
Housing  Authority .  Although  the  reflrlgerators  proved  neeess ary , 

In  most  cases  the  stoves  were  not  used. 

Maintenance  and  security  personnel  made  up  the  majority  ofl 
people  at  Moses  Lake,  with  400  and  115  respectively.  Maintenance 
deployed  on  a  2-week  schedule;  security  and  communications  per¬ 
sonnel  stayed  at  Grant  County  Airport  flor  the  duration  ofl  the 
deployment.  Most  support  flunctlo ns  usually  had  a  1-week  schedule. 
Either  the  Wing  Commander  or  Vice  Wing  Commander  stayed  at  Moses 
Lake  flor  the  entire  period.  The  Deputy  Commander  flor  Maintenance 
[DC M) ,  Deputy  Commander  flor  Operations  [DCO) ,  or  their  assistants 
were  also  present.  The  Base  Commander's  flunctlo n  was  flllled 
either  by  the  Deputy  Commander  flor  Resource  Management  [DCR] , 
Assistant  DCR,  Base  Commander  or  his  deputy.  Operations  had  a 
Squadron  Commander  or  Operations  Oflfllcer  flrom  the  325th  BMS, 


92A RS,  or  43ARS  on  hand  at  the,  airport  whenever  flying  was  conducted. 

The.  92 d  Safety  Office  also  had  a  representative  during  flying  operations. 

Maintenance's  capability  to  turn  aircraft  and  Operation' s  ability 
to  supply  aircrews  dictated  the.  flying  schedule.  The.  9 2d  originally 
scheduled  12  B-52 6  peA  week  and  later  increased  sortie  pnoduetlon  by 
flying  " hot  seat  swaps"  from  the.  Spokane.  International  Airport. 

Colonel  BlancuA,  92BMW  I /lee  CommandeA,  stated,  "...the  928MW  by 
faj l  exceeded  the  expectation  of  the  entlne  deployment.  We  flew  mone, 
fixed  mone,  and  kept  high  monale  f on  the  entlne  penlod  and  did  It 
safely.  The  spirit  o f  coopeAatlon  among  the  citizen*  of  Moses  Lake  and 
the  9 2 BMW  was  kept  at  a  high  degnee.  The  civilian  community  went  out  of 
theln  way  to  make  us  welcome  and  f eel  at  home.  They  wene  extremely 
compllmentany  of  oua  people  on  theln  behavior  and  professionalism.  It 
wa s  a  good  summer  camp." 

The  acquisition  of  the  kin  Launched  Cruise  Missile  (ALCM)  to  the 
kin  F once  weapon  Inventony  became  a  neallty  In  the  fall  of  1983  as 
Falnchild  received  Its  first  shipment.  The  ALCM  gave  the  kin  F once  the 
advantage  of  betten  suAvlvabillty  for  the  B-52s,  since  the  aircraft  did 
not  have  to  penetAate  enemy  tennltony  In  onden  to  stnlke  tangets.  The 
ALCM  could  be  f Ined  from  as  far  as  1500  miles  from  the  tanget,  could  fly 
at  undetectable  altitudes,  follow  the  teAAaln  and  be  able  to  stAlke  Its 
taAget.  In  addition  to  the  ALCM,  the  first  Falnchild  modified  B-52 G 
annlved  on  9  Septemben  1983,  piloted  by  Colonel  John  R.  Allen,  Jn. , 

Wing  CommandeA.  The  modification  platform  was  the  offensive  avionics 
system  [OAS] ,  which  was  a  computerized  electAonlc  navigational  guidance 
system.  The  OAS  was  designed  to  enhance  and  meet  the  needs  fon  an 
Impnoved  8-52G/H  weapon  dellveAy  system. 

As  the  modified  alncnaft  continued  to  annlve,  aircrews  began  an 
Intensive  tAalnlng  pnognam  to  famitlaAlze  themselves  with  the  pantlculans 
of  the  OAS.  Aircrew  schedulers  wene  tasked  to  ensure  alncnews 
nemalned  pnoflclent  In  flying  activities.  Maintenance  personnel  wene 
equally  busy.  With  the  necently  completed  Integnated  Maintenance  Facility, 
munitions  maintenance  personnel  weAe  kept  busy  as  the  flow  of  ALCMs 
continued  to  annlve.  Maintenance  pensonn/el  wene  also  necelvlng  and 
Inspecting  the  newly  modified  OAS-B-52*  as  they  wene  netuAnlng  fnom  the 
depot’s. 

The  spnlng  of  1984  bnought  with  it  numenous  inspections  and  evaluations 
by  hlghen  headquanten  agencies.  The  Headquarters  SAC  Civil  Engineering 
and  Services  Management  Assistance  Team  (CESMET)  annlved  to  review  the 
management  practices  of  the  civil  engineering  and  services  squadrons . 
Following  theln  visit,  the  Headquarter  SAC  Inspector  General  arrived  for 
a  ten  day  inspection.  The  inspection  encompassed  the  Wing  operational 
readiness,  management  effectiveness ,  disaster  preparedness  response  and 
capability,  and  nuclear  surety  activities.  The  Wing  received  a  Satisfactory 
rating  and  there  were  76  individuals  recognized  by  the  Inspector  General 
as  professional  performers.  The  list  of  professional  performers  represented 
the  largest  number  of  recipients,  of  any  Fairchild  inspection,  by  the 
Inspector  General. 
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On  29  August  1984,  the  AeignA  ofi  the  92 nd  BombaAdment  Wing  weAe 
AeZinquiAhed,  by  CoZoneZ  John  R.  A ZZen,  Ja.  ,  to  CoZoneZ  JameA  W.  M eieA. 
CoZoneZ  A ZZen  woa  AeaAAigned  oa  the  SentoA  MiZitaAy  AdoiAOA  to  the 
ViAectoA  ofi  the  Aatha  ContAoZ  and  VZAaAmament  Agency  tn  Washington  V.C. 
Lieutenant  GeneAaZ  Jama  E.  Light,  Ja.  ,  CommandeA,  Fifteenth  AIa  F oAce, 
MaAch  AZa  F oAce  Bate,  CaZZfioAnia, pAeAided  oveA  the  ceAemony. 

Today,  the  Wing  Za  invoZved  tn  an  eveA-Aeady  poAtuAe  to  AeApond 
to  any  fioAeign  aggAeAAion,  AhouZd  the  need  aAiAe.  CoZoneZ  MeieA  Aaid 
hiA  numbeA-one  pAtoAtty  is  miSAion  accomplishment  and  taking  caAe  o 
peopZe.  The  miSAion  AeadineAA  ZncZudeA  the  numeAouA  ApeciaZ  tAatntng 
miAAionA,  Auch  oa  the  Aea  AuAvetZZance  BUSY  OBSERVER  and  AtmuZated 
combat  miAAionA  caZZed  REV  and  MAPLE  FLAG.  AZao ,  in  an  attempt  to  keep 
the  men  and  women  ofi  the  Wing  pAofaicient,  the  9  2d  paAticipateA  in 
the  SAC-wide  BOMB-NAV  Competition  heZd  once  a  yeaA  at  BaAkAdaZe  AFB, 
LouAiAana. 

The  92nd  BombaAdment  Wing  haA  added  gAeatZy  to  the  his  to  Ay  oft  the 
United  StateA  Ain.  F oAce,  thAoagh  itA  combat  peAfioAmanceA ,  peacetime 
ZeadeAAhip,  and  conAtant  AeadineAA.  Unknown  aAe  the  chaZZengeA  ol  the 
iutuAe,  but  you  can  be  AuAe  the  peopZe  and  aiAcAafit  o{,  the  92nd  Bomb¬ 
aAdment  Wing  wiZZ  be  moAe  than  equaZ  to  the  chaZZenge. 


AWARDS  AND  HONORS 


GIVEN  TO  THE  92V  BOMBARDMENT  WING 
WORLD  WAR  II  BATTLE  HONORS 


AntlA  ubman.Tn-i.ng 
Nonmandy 
NoA.th.zsin  E fiance. 

AndznnzA  -  A lAacz 
Czntnal  Eunopz 
Rklnzland 

Ain  O^znAlvz,  Eunopz 

UNITED  NATIONS  CAMPAIGN  [KOREA] 

Unltzd  NatlonA  DzfiznAlvz,  Junz  -  Szptzmbzn  1950 
Unltzd  NatlonA  OfifiznAlvz,  Szptzmbzn.  -  Novzmbzn  1950 
Konzan  VnzAldzntlal  Citation,  19  50 

DISTINGUISHED  UNIT  CITATIONS 

Eon.  Action  Ovzn  Gznmany,  11  Januany  1944 

Eon  Action  Ovzn  MznAzbung,  Gznmany,  11  Szptzmbzn  1944 

UNITED  STATES  AIR  EORCE  AWARDS 


Ain  Eoncz  OutAtandlng  Unit  A wand  [AEOUA] 

11  AuguAt  -  11  Szptzmbzn  1953 
AF0UA  u?/F InAt  Oak  Lzatf  CluAtzn 


3  Manck 

-  6 

Dzczmbzn 

1959 

AEOUA 

M/Szcond  Oak 

Lzafi 

CluAtzn 

1  Januany  - 

31  Manck 

1961 

AEOUA 

ui/Thlnd  Oak 

Lzai 

CluAtzn 

1  July 

1967 

-  30 

Junz 

196S 

AEOUA 

u)/E ounth  Oak 

Lzai 

CluAtzn 

1  July 

1969 

-  30 

Junz 

1970 

AEOUA 

w/Elfith  Oak 

Lzai 

CluAtzn 

1  July 

1976 

-  30 

Junz 

1977 

WIN G  COMMANDERS  OF  THE 


92V  BOMBARDMENT  WING 

GRADE/NAME  EFFECTIVE 


Col 

Albert  J.  ShouJen. 

Jul 

1947 

Col 

Claude.  E.  Putnam 

Jun 

19  50 

Col 

David  Wade. 

Feb 

1951 

Col 

JameA  V .  Edmundton 

Nov 

7  9  5  2 

Col 

Jack  J.  Cation 

Man. 

1954 

Col 

Ronald  A.  Campbell 

Jul 

1955 

Col 

Clarence  A.  Neely 

Aug 

1956 

Col 

Donald  E.  Hillman 

Jan 

1958 

Col 

Le-iten.  R.  Mlllen. 

May 

1959 

Col 

David  I.  Llebman 

Aug 

1962 

Col 

Edison  F.  Arnold 

Jun 

1  964 

Col 

Alex  W.  Talmant 

Man. 

1966 

Col 

Woodfiow  A.  Abbot 

Jun 

1967 

Col 

Robert  H.  Gaughan 

Jan 

1968 

Col 

Faank  W.  Elliott,  Jn.. 

Jul 

1969 

Col 

Rlckand  F.  Hellen.,  Jn.. 

Jan 

1970 

Col 

Clyde  R.  D  ennl&ton ,  Jn.. 

Jan 

1971 

Col 

Donald  L.  Kepllngen. 

Jun 

1971 

Col 

Mantln  C.  Fulchen. 

Apn. 

1973 

Col 

Loul-i  C.  Buckman 

Feb 

1974 

Col 

John  R.  Steward  J n.. 

Jun 

7  9  7  5 

Col 

Philip  A.  Baennan 

Apn. 

1976 

Col 

Alan  H.  Lanca-iten. 

Jun 

1977 
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(Continued) 


GRAVE/NAME 

EFFECTIl/E 

Col  John  A.  Shaud 

Jan  797S 

Col  David  R.  M ooh<l 

Jan  7  9 SO 

Col  Chaal&>  A.  M ay,  3n. 

Ja£  79S7 

Col  John  R.  A linn,  3n. 

Aag  1982 

Col  Jamej>  W.  MexeA 

Aug  1984 

19(a) 


LIST  OF  STATIONS 


BaAks dale.  Fluid,  Louisiana 

MacVlll  Field,  Florida 

Bradenton  Field,  FloAlda 

WestoveA  Field,  Massachus  etts 

Vow  Field,  Maine 

PAestwlck,  Scotland 

Bovlngdon,  England 

AlconbuAy ,  England 

IstAes  Field,  F Aance 

F oAt  WoAth  Field,  Texas 

Spokane  AFB,  Washington 

Vokota  AB,  Japan  (FoAwaAd 
OpeAatlng  Location) 

Spokane  AFB,  Washington 

F alAchlld  AFB,  Washington 

GAant  County  AlApoAt,  Moses 
Lake,  Washington  ( FoAwaAd 
OpeAatlng  Location) 


1 

MaA 

1942 

- 

16 

MaA 

1942 

16 

MaA 

1942 

- 

17 

May 

1942 

19 

May 

1942 

- 

19 

Jun 

1942 

20 

Jun 

1942 

- 

28 

Jun 

1942 

29 

Jan 

1942 

- 

25 

Aug 

1942 

26 

Aug 

1942 

- 

28 

Aug 

1942 

29 

Aug 

1942 

- 

3 

Jan 

1943 

4 

Jan 

1943 

- 

15 

Jun 

1945 

15 

Jun 

1945 

- 

28 

Feb 

1946 

4 

Aug 

1946 

- 

14 

Jul 

1947 

15 

Jul 

1947 

- 

4 

Jul 

1950 

6 

Jul 

1950 

- 

25 

Oct 

1950 

26 

Oct 

1950 

- 

24 

Nov 

1950 

4 

Nov 

1950 

- 

?Aes ent 

7 

May 

1983 

- 

6 

Aug 

1983 
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DESIGNATIONS 


9Z d  Bombardment  Group  [Heavy] . 1 

92d  Bombardment  Wing  [Heavy]  . 

9 2d  Strategic  Aerospace  (/Jing . 

92 d  Bombardment  Wing  [Heavy]  .  7 


TYPES  OF  AIRCRAFT 
8-7  7  "P lying  Tortre as"  . . 

B-2  9  "Superfortress " . 

8-36  "Peacemakers"  . 

8-52  " Strata  fortress" . 

KB- 29  "Tanker"  . 

KC-135  "Strata tanker" . 


7 

28 

4 

28 

29 

25 

26 
To 

73 

20 

27 

To 


March  1942 
October  1950 
March  7962 
July  1972 

March  19  42- 
Tebruary  1946 

August  1946  - 
July  7957 

July  7957  - 
March  7957 

March  7957  - 
Pres ent 

September  7957 
Tebruary  7959 

February  7959  - 
Pres ent 


8-77G  "FLYING  FORTRESS1 


SPECIFICATIONS 


PoweAplant:  4  X  1 , 200hp  W night  Engine 
F-1 S20-97  R adlal 

Vlmetulon*  : 

Span:  103'  9" 

Length:  74'  4" 

Height:  19'  1" 

Wing  A/iea:  1,420  *q  it 

Weight *: 

Empty:  36,1351b* 

With  Avg  Bomb  Load.:  65, 5001b* 

Pet-iohmanee: 

Maximum  Speed:  2SSmph  at  25, 000 it 

SeAvlce  Celling:  35,600it 

Range:  2,000  mile*  with  6,000lb  bomb* 

An. manent: 

13  . 50callben.  Machine  Gun* 

17 , 6001b*  bomb* 

Cn.ejw:  1 0 

The  B-17G  wa*  the  maln*tay  oi  the  bomben.  ion.ce  during  WoAld 
Wan.  II.  The  An.my  Ain.  Fon.ce  dropped  oven,  a  million  ton*  oi  bomb * 
during  the  wan.  oven,  enemy  target*  In  both  the  European  and  Paclilc 
Theaten.* . 
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B-29  "SUPERFORTRESS1 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Powerplant:  4  X  2,200hp  Wright  Engines 

F-3350-23-41  or  SI  radial  engines 


VlmenAloni : 


Span:  141'  3" 

Length:  99’  0" 

Height:  29'  7" 

Wing  A rea:  1 ,736  4 q  it 


Weight: 


Empty:  71,360lbi> 

W/ Payload :  141 ,10 OlbA 

Periormance: 


M ax  Speed:  35Smph  at  25,000 it 

Service  Ceiling:  31,S50it 

Range:  4,100  mlleA  with  16,000lbi>  bomb 6 

Arament:  10  .50  caliber  machine  gunt 
1  20mm  cannon 
2 0,000lbi>  bomb A 


Crew:  1 0 

The  B-29  wa4  the  primary  bomber  u6ed  by  the  newly  iormed  Air 
Force  during  the  Korean  Canillct. 
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8-36  " PEACEMAKER ' 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Powerplant:  6  X  3,5 OOhp  Pratt  and  Whitney  P-4360 

41  radial  engine*  and  4  X  5,2 00 lb  thru*t  Ge.neA.al  Electric 
J47-GE-19  Turbojet* 

Vlmenilon* : 

Wing  Span:  230'  0" 

Length:  162 '  1 " 

Height:  46 '  8" 

Wing  A rea:  4, 772  *q  it 

Weight: 

Empty:  158,8431b* 

W, /  payload:  357,5001b* 


Periormance: 


Maximum  Speed:  439mph  at  32,120  fit 
Service  Celling:  45,200  it 
Range:  7,500  mile* 

Armanent:  6  twin  20mm  cannon* 

86,000lb*  bomb * 

Crew:  1 5 

The  B-36  "Peacemaker"  *uperceded  the  B-29  a*  SAC'*  primary 
bomber  during  the  1950'*,  and  provided  the  Air  Force  with  a  long- 
range  dependable  aircraft.  Although  the  B-36  never  dropped  a  bomb 
or  ilred  It*  weapon*  In  anger  agaln*t  an  enemy  target,  It  did  *erve 
a*  a  threat  to  any  iorelgn  aggre**lon  a*  the  maln*tay  oi  SAC’* 
ml**lon  oi  deterrance. 
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i-29  Flying  over  Korea 


ATLAS  INCONTINENTAL  BALLISTIC  MISSLE 

[JcWj 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Range.:  5,5000  miles  (estimated) 

Launch  design:  veAtlcal  takeoii 
Dimensions : 

Length:  75{,t 
VlameteA:  10  it 

Aviinjme:  One  and  one-hali  stage 
Fact:  Liquid  (kerosene /liquid  oxygen) 

Engines:  General  Electnlc  (2) 

Thnust:  150,000lbs  a  piece 
Launch  weight:  200,000lbs 
Guidance:  IneAtlal  (seli  guided) 
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8-52G  " STRATOFORTRESS 1 


SPECIFICATIONS 

T akeo H  weight  -  mona  than  488,000  pound* 
Spaed  -  650  mllei  pan.  houn 
Numben  ofi  engine*  -  8 

Thnu*t  pan  angtna  -  mona  than  10,000  pound* 
Range  -  mona  than  7,500  mile* 

Attitude  -  above  50,000  i eat 
Anmanant  -  ioun  5 O-caJLiben  machine  gun* 

Bomb  load  -  mona  than  2 0,000  pound* 

Vim en* ton*  •* 


Span  -  185 it 
Sweepback  -  35  degnee* 

Length  -  160 it 
Height  -  40it 

Statu*  -  Openatlonal 

The  8-52  replaced  the  B-36  a*  SAC’*  pnlmany  *tnateglc  bomben 
and  Falnchlld  necelved  It'*  iln*t  In  Octoben  oi  1957.  The  8-52  ha* 
*lnce  that  time  been  on  2  4- houn.- a- day  alent  at  United  State*  and 
oven.*ea*  ba*e*. 
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A  3-52  falres  a  Short  Range.  Attack  Missile  (SRAM)  fior  test  purposes .  The  SRAM  eventually 
replaced,  the  Hound  Vog  and  other  missile  systems  during  the  19  74-  75  time  period.  The  SRAM  pro¬ 
vided  SAC  crews  with  a  s  upers  onlc  Inertlally  guided  missile  o  near  pln-polnt  accuracy ,  and  weighed 
substantially  less  that  any  o fa  Its  predeccess ors . 


A  rmed  with  thousands  o  £  pound *  o  {,  bomb s,  8-52  "Strata  fortresses "  reached 
rreas  previously  considered  a  sanctuary  for  enemy  ground  troops.  Dispatching 
their  bomb s  from  extremely  high  altitude.*  and  unseen  by  the.  enemy,  tint  8-524 
constantly  kept  the  enemy  Notice.*  on  the  moot  both  day  and  night  with  their 
precision  bombing.  Thl s  u)a*  a  typical  mission  many  of  the  9  2  BMW  crew*  flew 
and  were  one.  of  the  key  factors  to  the  successes  of  such  campaign s  a*  A-Shau 
Valley  and  were  Instrumental  In  defeating  the  Viet  Cong  after  severely 
brutalizing  the  It.S.  Marines  at  Khe  Sanh. 


A  Strategic  Air  Caimand  (SAC)  B-52  Stratofortress  releases  a  string  of  750-pound  bcxnbs  over  a  coastal 
target.  Flying  daily  strikes,  SAC  crewmen  harassed  Viet  Cong  Forces  frcm  the  coast  to  the  mountainous 
highlands  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  October  1965. 


A  B-52  aircraft  on  a  bombing  mission  over  South  Vietnam  refuels  from  a  KC-135  tanker .  1967 


SYMBOL  OF  SECURITY  --  Shown  releasing  a  conventional  bomb  load,  this  B-52  with  serial 
number  50100  is  now  on  permanent  display  in  Arc  Light  Park  on  Guam  as  a  memorial  to  airmen 
who  flew,  fought  and  died  in  the  Vietnam  Conflict.  B-52s  entered  the  USAF  inventory  in 
1955.  (U.S.  Air  Force  Photo) 
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KC-135  "STRATOTANKEP1 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Takeoff  Weight:  297,0001b* 
Type.:  Heavy  Tankder-TrianAporut 


Weight: 


Empty:  98, 5641b* 
Normal:  245,0001b * 
Maximum:  297,0001b* 


Performance: 


Maximum  *pccd:  624mph  at  25,000ft 
Criul*tng  *pccd:  592mph  at  35,000ft 

Radlu *  of  action:  1,150  mile* 

Initial  rate  of  climb:  21.6ft/*cc 

dimension* : 


Wing  *pan:  130 '  10' 
Length:  136'  3" 
Height:  38'  4" 


KC-135  STRATOTANKER  --  As  the  single  manager  for  Air  Force  aerial 
refueling  operations , SAC  operates  a  fleet  of  nearly  600  KC-135  tankers. 
Besides  its  own  aircraft,  SAC  refuels  aircraft  of  Pacific  Air  Forces, 
Tactical  Air  Command,  Aerospace  Defense  Command,  and  U.S.  Navy  and  NATO 
aircraft.  (U.S.  Air  Force  Photo) 
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